
What a great Founder’s Day turnout we had!  I am absolutely awed by all 

the talent in our church, and the willingness for so many to be involved to 

make this a day to remember for a long time.  It means so much for several 

reasons.   

 

First, it reminds us that we have a rich heritage.  God brought us through a 

challenging history to today.  God will bring us through future times as 

long as we dedicate ourselves to Christ. 

 

Second, it reminds us that we are connected to those saints, whose lives of 

grace and fortitude hammered out of this wilderness a community to be 

proud of, and a place of worship to keep us centered on God. 

 

Third, it reminds us what we can do when we put our minds and hearts to God’s business.  We had a mind to work 

together, to do something new and exciting and special.  God richly blessed our efforts.   

 

Fourth, it brought us together. We are a closer congregation.  Of course, good old-fashioned fun was a big part of it 

(delicious food too), but I sensed a spirit about us that was infectious in a good way.  I felt the spirit of God in our 

midst.  We are truly a family united. 

 

Fifth, it brought others into our midst.  Friends, relatives, former members who moved away, and those who were 

curious to see what was happening came.  It was indeed in fulfillment of our vision statement of  sharing God with 

our neighbors. 

 

And then, it set the tone for the rest of the year, one of excitement and hope, anticipation and possibilities.  All this is 

to say, “Church, you done real good!”  What a rich day.  God is so good.  May we be blessed with many more oppor-

tunities to honor God and celebrate our faith in this, our 175th anniversary! 

 

Blessings! 

 

Pastor Van 



We are thrilled to offer a new youth group for 

middle and senior high youth.  Our first meeting 

will be this Wednesday, February 6 at  

6:30pm.   A light meal will be available.  Pastor 

Van and Janna Diekema will be leading. 



Calling all cooking and church history enthusiasts!   

Our church will be publishing a NEW cookbook with a written and pictorial history of our church.  We wanted this to be a 
very special issue in celebrating our 175th anniversary.  We need your help in submitting tasty, yummy recipes and delightful 
tidbits of church history and pictures.  Our goal is to have the book completed and ready for sale by the end of July.  You will 
be able to submit your tried and true recipes from now until May 1st.  We are also looking for stories and photos that we will 
add to this book in making it a special anniversary collection. 

 

Some questions that you may have in submitting recipes, history, and photos. 

 

How many recipes may I submit? 

You may submit as many recipes as you would like.   

 

Are recipes copyrighted, can I sign my name to a recipe I found on the Internet, received from a friend, relative, etc.? 

Recipes are NOT copyrighted, therefore you may sign your name to any recipe you have received. 

 

What if I have a recipe from my mother who is deceased and I would like her recipe in the cookbook?  Or from a friend 
who is still living? 

You may submit the recipe with your name and then include her name (Example: Recipe Contributor  Jeanne  VanGenderen 
in memory of Ruth VanGenderen).  If you have one from a friend and you want her recognized include both of your names 
on the contributor line. 

 

How will I submit my recipe? 

You may submit each recipe on a single sheet of paper (one recipe per paper).  If it is handwritten it must be clearly  legible 
as that is what we will send into our publisher.   We will also have forms in the sanctuary, one is included in this newsletter, 
and I also have an electronic Word document that you may use to submit your recipe.  To submit it electronically, just email 
a request at jeannevangenderen@gmail.com.  

You may turn your recipes into the office, envelope in the back of the sanctuary with the recipe forms, or to anyone on the 
committee. 

 

What are the recipe categories? 

We are requesting that you submit your recipe(s) within the following categories:  1. Appetizers, Beverages & Snacks 2. 
Breads  3. Brunch & Eggs  4. Cakes and Frostings  5. Cookies & Bars  6. Desserts  7. Meats (beef, chicken, pork, seafood, 
lamb)  8. Pies  9. Soups & Salads   10. Crockpot & Instapot   

11. Vegetables & Sides   12. Miscellaneous 

 

Who will be publishing our cookbook? 

Jumbo Jacks out of Audobon, Iowa will be publishing our cookbook.  They published our 1987 blue notebook cookbook.    
Unfortunately, they no longer have that option for publication, so it will be a sturdy coil bound book. 

 

If I have questions, who may I contact? 

The cookbook committee consists of:  Jane Berry, Carol Diekema, June Hjortshoj, Dianna Nolin, Helen Nolin, Glenda Wing, 
and Jeanne VanGenderen (515-371-7976).  You may contact any one of us and we will be happy to answer your questions 
and take your recipes, photos, or tidbits of historical information. 



No._____________ 

Recipe Submission for Monroe United Methodist Cookbook 
Jumbo Jack Cookbook 

Category (circle one): 
 

Appetizers/Snacks/Beverages,  Breads,  Cakes & Frostings,  Cookies & Bars,  Desserts,  Meats,  Pies,  

Soup & Salads,  Crockpot & Instapot,  Vegetables & Sides,  Miscellaneous 

This recipe is being submitted for the Monroe United Methodist Church Cookbook in Monroe, Iowa. 

 

Name of Recipe:______________________________________________________________________ 

Submitted by:_____________________________________________Phone:_____________________ 

INGREDIENTS:  (List all ingredients in their proper order:  1, 2, etc.  Please type or print neatly. 

#1__________________________________  _________________________________________ 

#2__________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________  _________________________________________ 

DIRECTIONS:  (Be sure to include:  *Size & type of container, *Time, *Temperature, *Yield) 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

COMMENTS: 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________ ________________________________________________ 

 

If necessary, continue on back of sheet.  (Please mark on the bottom of this sheet “over.”) 



Special Session of the General Conference 

A Special Session of the General Conference of the United Methodist 

Church will be held February 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri.  Delegates from 

our own Iowa Conference as well as hundreds of delegates from around the 

world will gather to receive and act upon a report from the  Commission on 

a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops, 

and various other petitions.  This special session will seek a way forward on 

the issues surrounding LBGTQ persons, including same sex marriage and 

ordination.  The United Methodist Church has been debating this issue in 

annual and general conferences for over forty years.   

As one can imagine, in nearly every local United Methodist church, there 

are a range of differing views.  This is certainly true in our church.  Our 

Staff Parish Relations Committee has listened to details of possible         

recommendations that will be considered.  The hope of this session is to 

unite faithful United Methodists who differ on these issues, but who can 

agree on our mission as a denomination.  After worship on Sunday, March 

10, we will hold an open presentation of the results from the special session.  



 

Founder’s Day Celebration,        
January 27, 2019 



175 Years of Faith 
Thank you to everyone for participating in our         
January Founder’s Day Celebration.   

On February 10th we will be handing out a form for 
you to share your memories of your time with Monroe 
United Methodist Church. We will share these events 
throughout the year.  

February 17th is “Share a Memory, Warm the Heart”. 

“Challenge 175” is coming, watch for details! 

February Community Table features 

TACOS! 

Community Table is Wednesday Febru-

ary 20 from 5-7.  

This is a FREE community meal and 

EVERYONE is welcome. 

Coffee time is held 

every Sunday morning 

before the worship  

service starting at 9:00.  

Chimes Practice Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Spring is just around the corner! 



1 Duane & Vanessa Sloan 

4 Alexis Fagg 

7  Kayla Schakel 

Colton Kingery 

9 Joshua Phifer 

Dawn Neff 

11 Ralph McGregor 

Marvin Steenhoek 

Ralph & Shirley McGregor 

12 Scott Van Veen 

14  Carol Diekema 

16 June LeGrand 

19 Bryce Romick 

Barbi Fagg 

22  Leslie Duinink 

25 Doug Gildersleeve 

27 Carter Strovers 

28 Shawn Palm 

February Ushers and Greeters 

February 3 & 10  Paul & June Hjortshoj 

February 17 & 24  Dave & Diana Nolin 

February Liturgist 

February 3 Ada Beth Hume 

February 10 June Hjortshoj 

February 17 Melba Brummett 

February 24 Deb Coulter 

February Communion Servers 

Donna Stravers & Jeanne Van Genderen 

February Hospitality 

Shirley McGregor 

 

February 

Dodransbicentennial Fun Facts                     

(175 year celebration) 
February 3 Hector Berlioz' "Carnaval Romain"         
  overture premieres in Paris  

February 14 Lt. John C. Frémont becomes first European        
  to discover Lake Tahoe in the US  

February 27 Dominican Republic gains independence                      
    from Haiti (National Day)  

February 28 12-inch gun aboard USS Princeton             
    explodes, killing Secretary of State Abel P. 
    Upshur, Secretary of the Navy Thomas  
    Gilmer, and other high-ranking U.S. federal 
    officials  



     1 2 
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Sunday School 

8:45 

Coffee Time 9:00 

Worship w/  

Communion 9:30 

4 

 

 

 

 

AA 7:00 

5 

Bible Study 9:00 

6 

MOMs 9:00 

 

 

Youth Group 6:30 

Chimes 6:30 

7 8 

 

UMW Birthday 

Luncheon @ 

Noon 

9 

10 

Sunday School 

8:45 

Coffee Time 9:00 

Worship  9:30 

11 

 

 

 

 

AA 7:00 

12 

Bible Study 9:00 

13 

 

 

 

 

Chimes 6:30 

14 15 16 

17 

“Share a Memory, 

Warm a Heart” 

Sunday School 

8:45 

Coffee Time 9:00 

Worship  9:30 

18 

 

 

 

 

AA 7:00 

19 

Bible Study 9:00 

20 

MOMs 9:00 

Community Table 

5:00-7:00 

Youth Group 6:30 

Chimes 6:30 

21 22 23 

24 

Sunday School 

8:45 

Coffee Time 9:00 

Worship  9:30 

25 

 

 

 

 

AA 7:00 

26 

Bible Study 9:00 

27 

 

 

 

 

Chimes 6:30 

28   



Monroe United   

Methodist Church 

Rev. Van Dickens, Pastor 

(512) 574-7706 
Sunday School 8:45-9:15 

Coffee Time 9:00 

Worship Service 9:30 

MUMC Vision Statement: 

“We are a friendly,      

faithful, and loving family  

dedicated to sharing God 

with our neighbors.” 


