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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
     What is Vacation Bible School all 
about?  A youngster went home after 
VBS and said to his father, “Today we 
heard a wonderful story from the Bible. 
The teacher said the Jews were chased 
out of Egypt by Egyptian tanks.”  “When 
they came to the Red sea, the Jews saw 
the Egyptian tanks coming after them so 
they built a bridge and went over safely. 
But when the Egyptians kept coming, 
they blew it up with an atomic bomb and 
the Egyptians were destroyed.”  His fa-
ther said, “Did the teacher really tell you 
the story that way?”  He replied, “No, but 
if I told you how he did tell the story, you’d 
never believe it.” 
     What is important about Vacation Bi-
ble School?  The first thing is to teach the 
children about loving.  Jesus said in Mat-
thew 22:37, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.” With all your 
heart, soul and mind. I’d say that’s a lot of 
love, wouldn’t you? First, I want them to 
be Christians and grow in their relation-
ship to Christ. That’s what I want more 
than anything. And secondly, I want them 
to love others as God first loved us.  I de-
sire them to realize that God loves to hear 
them say, “Father, I love you”? He does. 
He really does.  And they can love Him 
and express their love to Him every time 
they pause to pray in church, in Sunday 
School and in VBS! Even if someone else 
is leading in prayer. 

     I want them to learn that they can pray 
silently and say, “Father, I love you. 
Thank you for being my father. Thank you 
for taking good care of me. Thank you for 
Jesus my Savior. Thank you for giving me 
good things. Thank you. Thank you. 
Thank you. I love you.”  Loving God as 
our Heavenly Father is what church, SS 
and VBS is all about. When we come to-
gether we must love Him, express that 
love and demonstrate that love by loving 
His children. 
     What is important about Vacation Bi-
ble School?   VBS also gives us the op-
portunity to teach the children all about 
listening to God. James 1:19, 21 says, 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry.”  We 
want the kids to understand that when 
they come to SS, Church and VBS, they 
should be quick to listen to what the 
teachers and leaders have to say. Why? 
Because they are trying to teach them 
about the two most important people in 
the world.  Who are they?   God and Je-
sus. God is our Heavenly Father who cre-
ated everything and Jesus is our Savior 
who died on the cross in order to forgive 
our sins.  Some day they are going to be 
in heaven with God and Jesus for a long 
time and we think it would be much better 
or more comfortable for them if they got 
acquainted with Jesus before they got 
there. 
 
(continued next page) 

A little child in church for 

the first time watched as the 

ushers passed the offering 

plates. 

When they neared the pew 

where he sat, the youngster 

piped up so that everyone 

could hear: "Don't pay for 

me Daddy, I'm under five."  

Q: Why are Fathers like park-
ing spaces? 

A: The good ones are already 
taken!  



Mark your calendars now for our annual Ice Cream Social to be held June 15. Serving will begin at 5:00 p.m.  

The menu will include beef burgers and chicken sandwiches, potato salad,  baked beans, pie 
or brownie, and four flavors of homemade ice cream. All are priced individually. Bulk ice 
cream will only be sold by the quart.  

We will start making the ice cream on Tuesday, June 13 at approximately 5:00 p.m. at the 
church and will be stirring the following morning, Wednesday, June 14 at 8:00 a.m.  

We would invite anyone that would like to join in the fun and help us, (we do not call for 
these events), to come either of these days or both, if possible.  

Also, if you have an ice cream freezer, electric or crank, please bring it with you or see that it 
gets to the church. Please mark your name on all pieces of your freezers. We will be calling for 
$10 money donations, as well as helpers. If for some reason we didn’t reach you, we are sor-
ry.  

Please feel free to call Mary Sue Duinink (641-891-4770) with any questions. 

 

Thoughts From Pastor Kim– Continued 
 
 What is important about Vacation Bible School?  
Teaching the children about living the clean and moral 
life that God would want them to.  An older preacher 
owned a parrot which he really liked. The only problem 
was the parrot cussed a lot. A lady in his church had 
an idea which she thought might help his parrot get 
over his cussing. 
She said, “I have a female parrot and she is an abso-
lute saint. She sits quietly on her perch and says noth-
ing but ‘Let’s pray.’ Why don’t you bring your parrot 
over and see if my parrot will have a good influence on 
yours?”  The older preacher said it was worth a try and 
the next night he tucked his parrot under his arm and 
headed for the lady’s house.  The preacher’s parrot 
took one look at the female parrot and chirped, “Hi 
toots, how about a kiss?”  The female parrot said, “MY 
PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED!” 
       James 1:22 states, “Do not merely listen to the 
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”  

We teach the children to understand it is not enough to 
just listen to God’s Word in SS, Church and VBS, we 
must also do what God’s Word says! God wants us to 
live by His Word! 
       One Sunday when a family was going home after 
church the dad criticized the sermon, the daughter criti-
cized the congregational singing, and the mother criti-
cized the way the service was organized. But everyone 
had to be quiet after the little boy of the family said, 
“but it was a pretty good show for a nickel!” 
      Brothers and Sisters, VBS is a pretty good show 
considering how little we really give back to God.  It’s 
the best show around and the best bargain around.  
Vacation Bible School will be held June 18 – 22, from 
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at our church.  We hope and 
pray you will become involved in some way to help us 
teach our children to love, listen, and live the way God 
wants us to.  It’s very important! 
                                                                                         
God bless!  Pastor Kim 



MEMBERSHIP & STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

“When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and  

elders, to whom they reported everything God, had done through them.”       

Acts 15:4 

 

This is the Bible verse on the Monroe Methodist Card that is attached to the Welcome Gift from the Mon-
roe Methodist Church along with a brochure telling about our church and a bag of microwave popcorn 
which is inserted in a coffee cup.   When our committee discovered the Welcome Wagon no longer was ac-
tive in the city, we took the opportunity to make a cost effective welcome gift.   Our group has been making 
these gift cups since last fall to hand out to new residents that come to our city hall and welcoming them to 
attend to our church.   We also have a few in the church for guests that come, so please feel free to share a 
mug and welcome them.   You will find these mugs in fellowship hall or on the table in the back of the sanc-
tuary.   The girls who work at the City Hall say new residents are delighted when they get these mugs.     

If anyone has any plain mugs that they would like to get rid of, they can be donated to the committee for 
this use. 

Other activities that Membership & Stewardship Committee are working on: 

• Updating the membership rolls of our church, by sending out letters to those who do not attend  or are 
no longer active with our church. 

• Update the list for Visitation to nursing homes & update the prayer chain. 

• Follow up of the Ritual of Friendship forms. 

 

If you are interested in participating in any of these activities please let the committee know. 

   

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”  

Romans 15:7  

                     By:   Jane Berry 

 
Our “Further Instructions” from God provided to us in Scripture from Colossians 4:2-6.  These  are 
instructions from God in paying attention and seeing many opportunities to serve God.  Be wise in 
our ways we act to outsiders, how we 'serve' them, how we treat them.   

Are they welcome at Monroe UMC?  

Colossians 4:2-6    2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And 

pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim 

the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, 

as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every op-

portunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 

you may know how to answer everyone. 



A thank you supper for 
area first responders 
was held May 9th. 
Thank you to all who 
helped and             
contributed…. 

Most of all, THANK 
YOU to the First     

Responders! 

Office Notes 

Thanks to everyone who has been so welcoming and helpful! I am enjoying my 

position and all the people I have met. I am more than happy to help with things 

that may need done.  

The short commute for me this time of year is very enjoyable, watching the farmers 

work their field and seeing thing sprout up, all the baby animals and just God’s 

beautiful nature coming to life.  

School is out, so watch for kids outside (hopefully) enjoying their summer!  

God is good~Kayla 



June Birthdays and Anniversaries: 

     Braden   Jacob  Kayla Weston  Joselyn 

Vacation Bible School 

June 18-22 6:30 to 8 

Free Meal Wednesday the 21st! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
 

3 
M&Ms to    

Checkerboard in 

Pleasantville 

4 Potluck Following 

Worship 

8:30 Adult Sunday 

School 

9:15 Coffee Time 

9:30 Worship PET 

5 
6:30 p.m. VBS   

Planning Meeting 

6 
9:00 Bible Study 

 
 

7 
9:00 MOMs Club 

8 
 

9 

1:30 UMW     

Historical Village 

Tour 

 

10 
 

11Potluck Following 

Worship 
8:30 Adult Sunday 

School 

9:15 Coffee Time 

9:30 Worship With 
Sounds of Inspira-
tion 

12 13 

9:00 Bible Study 

5:00  Ice Cream Mak-

ing 

 

14 
8:00 a.m. Ice 

Cream Stirring 

15 
 

 

 

5:00 p.m. 

16 
 

17 

18 Father’s Day 

8:30 Adult Sunday 

School 

9:15 Coffee Time 

9:30 Worship 

19 20 
9:00 Bible Study 

21 
9:00 MOMs Club 

5:00 Community 

Table 

 

22 
6:30 Worship   

Committee Meets 

23 24 
 

25 
8:30 Adult Sunday 

School 

9:15 Coffee Time 

9:30 Worship 

Fellowship Time after 

Service 

26 
 

27 
9:00 Bible Study 

 
 

28 29 
 

30  

June 2017 

Vacation Bible School 6:30—8:00 



June Scriptures 
June 4th Day of Pentacost 

Old Testament    Psalm 104:24-34;35b 

New Testament    1 Corinthians 12:3b-14 

Gospel Lesson   John 7:34-39 

June 18th 2nd Sunday After Pentecost 

Old Testament   Genesis 18:1-15 

New Testament   Romans 5:1-8 

Gospel Lesson   Matthew 9:35-10:8 

June 11th 1st Sunday After Pentecost 

Old Testament   Genesis 1:1-2;4a 

New Testament   2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Gospel Lesson   Matthew 28:16-20 

June 25th 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Old Testament   Genesis 21:8-21 

New Testament   Romans 6:1b-11 

Gospel Lesson   Matthew 10:24-36 

Kathy Steenhoek 

Marvin Steenhoek 

Opal Van Der Hart 

Deb Kane 

Our Service                        
men and women 

Our Police and                    
Fire Fighters 

Care Facility       
Residents and their    
families 

For successful     
surgeries 

For those facing 
treatments 

For those        
unspoken needs 

Ushers/Greeters 4 

11 

18 

25 

Dennis & Kim Worth Family  

Dennis & Kim Worth Family  

Helen Nolin, Sharon Covey & Donna Van Veen 

Helen Nolin, Sharon Covey & Donna Van Veen 

Liturgist 4 

11 

18 

25 

Kelly Phillips 

Donna Stravers 

June Hjortshoj 

Pat Kochenderfer 

Music 4 

11 

18 

25 

Glenda Wing 

Donna Stravers 

Donna Stravers  

Donna Stravers 

Communion 4 Donna Stravers & Sue Gildersleeve 

Hospitality 25 Marcia McConeghey 

June Schedule 

Please notify the church office or Pastor Kim if a family 

member is taken to the hospital, has passed away, or for 

any prayer concerns. Pastor Kim’s email is  

hawkjoy52@yahoo.com and his cell phone is              

(402) 679-2655.  

If you have articles for the newsletter please try to 

turn them in by the 25th of the month.  

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email 

and currently are not, send a note to                   

monroeum@iowatelecom.net and I will add you to the 

list.  If you do not have email, make sure I have your 

correct address and I will get it out to you regular 

mail! Thanks, Kayla 

 

We have hearing devices, large 

print hymnals and Bibles availa-

ble for use during worship. See 

an usher for these items. 

Thank you to all volunteers who fill various functions in our church and enable us to have a wonderful Wor-
ship! If you are unable to attend a scheduled event please find a replacement of contact the church office 



Monroe United               
Methodist Church 

407 N Monroe St, PO Box 628 

Monroe, IA 50170-0628 

Monroe United Methodist Church 

“Make Disciples for Christ” 
Summer Worship Hours  

Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m. 

Coffee Time Following 

Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 8:00—Noon 

Church Phone (641) 259-2822 

Pastor’s Cell (402) 679-2655 

Email monroeum@iowatelecom.net 

Join us on Facebook: Monroe United Methodist 
Church 


